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Now, understand, I was a child who 
My parente told mo true things 


through the 
vd From them that it was а stont: 


My parents 


Ton blow im 
li smile 


written in the dark, 
have never how in reality, have 
had no encoun 


hans, for ome, which 


Daath i another matten She ож 
The original drawing came from Mike Dragen ber. 
I showed it to Dave МеКени on а Thursday evening. 
n Chelsea: Afterwards, we went to tha Н 
Dutch Pancake House, where we would go and at 
pancakes and talle about art, 

That night, our waitress wore black. She had li 


black hai and a silver ankh, and a perfect, almost. 


ellin face, W stared alter hey and discussed showing 
vr the drawing, hut embarrassment conquered al 
nd we did nol 


m ко T tok it as an omen, І knew hes nam 


Dave saw her once on а plane to San Diego. lt war 
a most unpleasant journey: a passenger on the plane 
from London had a fatal heart attack, lorcing the 
plane to land while (he body war removed. The 
Tine passengers were forbidden to get off 
"And there ve fans onthe plane 
Dave, when he told me about it, several weeks later 
Neal 

One of those gie in Black, with an ankh” he said 
Dave э very practical perron and not given to add 
fancies, such ва believing In people he knows 
perfectly well that made ар. 


Thess have been times داوس‎ only a few when кож Гаўс and lied 
Half a decade age Loros in New Y 
icing the parade, Habia Returns had just come out, an 
parade wea granling wit іш 


In the crowds I besame separats 
from the people 1 was with, 


| remember driving through Landen 
in 1989 with Nell and saying that | 
wanted to make a cover with a 
wooden hame around iy take it 
outside and set fre to I. | remember 
фа as he key to the Sandman covers 
for some reason. This wos not going 
1o be a comic series about a sehe 
character who looks a peche wap. le 
was about a concept, the idea of 
cheoming. The covers should in their 
‘own way take the preconceptions of 
how a comic cover looks ош inno the 
sarden and set fve to hem. 

Did we ever get that radical? 
Ме, of couse not But several sacred 
cows were мейес along the way. 
Several experiments tried. Some 
succeeded, others foiled. Several 
times | found what | fell to be a 
personal voce through these covers 


олу to bin that idea and start rom 


sort net ime, 
Some ground wes covered, if 
measured only by the rather timid 
burning of number 4, compared to 
the petiol-doused number 69 
The notion that ће Sandman had to 
be on each cover was the Бао so 
At the top of each issue would be 
the word "Sandman" so we all 
thought his was sufficient clue o to 
which comic readers would be 
looking at 

The first eight covers were a portait 


saley om 


یی 


1997 


alg 


M лері. 


1. The fint SANDMAN cover 


ЕЕЕ 
(something that І vaguely 
en ees 
poster for Peter Greenaway’ The 1989 


Belly o An Architect), end 


йз. و‎ eee 


Døve found the Нонг» and th cM 


Buddha and the black cat; Th 


Louk Tha Gutes al Dawn was 
published by Mille and Boon, 


М ссн British Empir 


Tamane boobs, and Dave 
ШУ «баса their names 
ШИШ. in case people 
Bandit SANDMAN might be 


e- Belas singer and Maxell tape 


accra и 


Баек for the character he said 
He looks just Ше Peter Моги 1991 
and we were relieved that he looke 
he someone, The first eight covers 


Hee internal organs were actually 


made of pla dere After a while 


they dissolved and turned i 


sludge NG 


1989 


3. Dave's first work for DC ha 
been doing the covers for 
HELLBLAZER, In this he had 
been aided, as a model, by hie 
friend Neil Jones, who loobed a bit 
like John Constantine, only not as 


seedy, and owned his own trench 


coat, This wae Neil's fü 
appearance on a SANDMAN 


E 


1989 


1997 


4. Lucifer. The very young David 
Bowie, back when he was still a 

folkie, was our inspiration for us 

Lucifer. This cover reappears ar 

part of the cover of SANDMAN 

1989 
тө. 23. The observant will notice 
a few small burnt bita which we did 


in lieu of setting it alight and 


photographing it while it burned: 


не 


1997 


ЫЛ т 
; | TEAU 

LAN 
а Ie IA 


5. Probably the nearest Dave has 
‘ever got — or will ever get — to 
Jack Kirby was this picture of the 
very young Scott Free. І like the 
dl 
you ап idea of how large these 


covers were, NG 


1989 


1997 


6. At this point we began the 


headlong slide into obacurantiem 
that served ue so well, This ie Dr. 
Des, I think, Or at Teast Из his 
eye. My favorite it of thie cover ie 
the face formed by the broken 


coffee cup. NG 


1989 


1997 


7, If you Took very carefully you 
«can see the cover to SANDMAN 


no, бе painted on the fabric in Ths. 1 
[Actual i's a xerox laid undemeath 
the middle ofthis cover: Once yeu 
coarse muslin, so it just shows through 
you will never again be 
the holes in the material. pm] 1989 


able to unweit. NG 


1997 


8.1 would phone Dave up and tall 
to him about the covers, 


Sometimes М want something na а 
specific, We talked about Death 


quite a bit, Dave saw the original 


1989 
sketch of her that Mike і 


Dringenbers did, and was 


———— acini qua adas fame laico 


evening (ot the "My Old Dutch" 
Pancake house in the Kings Road, ¡e 

laca) was the rt шеге of AE 

the character Mike had designed, 
ankh and all. 


K phoned him up and talked to hin 
about this cove He described itto 
me; A few days later I phoned him 
bask and told him that ¥ should 


have mentioned that I wanted hor 
to have wings on the cover to tie in 
with the thy 
ите, The Sound of Her Wings 


and title of the 


ready gave her wings? he said 


"Didn't ell son" He war never 


able satisfactorily to ем why, 
Dave had nsed real ivy before this, 
But this time he used fake ivy, so 
Sessa the aia i cee — а: 


looks like this 
не 1997 


The Doll's House began when | was nearing the end of ARKHAM. 

ASYLUM for DC. An increasingly worried Karen Berger did not 

‘believe that | would finish it in time for its advertised release date. тыш, n 1, 

‘She thought | should stop doing the covers for HELLBLAZER and 

SANDMAN so that | could concentrate on getting that book done. 

19 pretty much decided to give up HELLBLAZER anyway, but | 

really wanted to stay with SANDMAN. It was, of course, Karen's 

аек re A a 
‚ehe. But, instead, we had а meeting that was understanding, good- 

humored and diplomatic. | presented my case. She, hers: | was left 


1995 


with a genuine feeling ol cooperation on the part of us Бай, and | 


left for England the next day. I took me 94 hows to realize | had 
راد‎ been geniy removed fom SANDMAN duins ће meeting 


ound түге! on 747 saying пу wife, "Haw did she do thai?" 
"This is how the script for SANBMAN no, 11 began: 
Karen is, above all, an astoundingly «деп! editor on а personto- 


person level, able to convince you of anything; even ta convince 
Karen just rang me up ( pat Dave on covers for a while (es at 

you би it was your idea in the fist place. 
theough the Dolls 


Teast until he finishes Al means weve lost h 


Deis Hight пође out what әнімді do wi the et 


House 

three cover. When | олмей home, | did al three in fourteen hours 
note to begin ов; those 

‘trough the night fishing at seven n the moros just as Clare was 


ye a set of covers) which is really a rotten 


e bres 


310 


seting up. [called Karen and said ad three covers sit 


cof me, dd she wan! them? Dm. 


covers for SANDMAN nos. 10 ЕП. "It was a hig 


decision,” said Ме. MeKean, 25, interviewed in hit 1996 
spacious Frimley home by our reporte "hut Па sure it 


was the ight one So what wae Karen gol to do? Throw 


фет away?” 


Our eyewitness reporter claims that these are two of the RESI 


best covers thatthe title has had so [ac Stay tuned for 


further developments. NG 


өлі 


is my painting. It hangs on 


жу states] own it moro or lese by 


default. Dave offered me any one tes. 4. 


ofthe бей nine paintings, and this 


was the one least likely to сарве, 


198 


1997 


rust, dissolve or fall off the wall 
and the one Dave was happiest to 


see go away. A few years later Da 


read an interview with me in which 


۱ said that the original Doll’ 


House trade paperback cover was 
ту favorito, and he gave it to me 


as a birthday present 


11 THis was stolen which hrt 


Dave more because it was І 


Favorite, These covers were made 


“life-size,” a change from the 


hugeness of the first nine 


12. SANDMAN was a very 
traditional sort of somis; This 


what De: Fredric Wortham salle 


са 


in his definitive 


traditional cornices The Seduction 


ofthe lanacent, "ibe و‎ to th 
yemon” Na. 
1996 


Number 10, ће mode is Cathy ees, 
now wile of Nel Jones who modeled 
for no. П with Cathy's hand (iwo ER 0 
friends Коп an school, now running 

The Design Umbrella). The bute is TS 

from Masila әні Mandible in New 
York (highly recommended brows), 
No. 13 and M ме modeled by Neil 
(Gaiman this time — now you know 
why he wees shades al the ime). No, 
15 is Clare with а spider that had 
walked across some Cellotape in my 
studio, got stuck in midatide (do 
spiders side”), starved to дей, әні 
was esed by the time | found him 


om 


1995 


1990 


1995 


ATA, ш. 
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o 


mes 


1990 


(баш H نت تسس‎ ыды. 


1995 


PU на dla Tae 


(шап, 2400 ملستم‎ 
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1990 


Jac plaga papal 


а 


а Ша Бак 


1995 


1990 


1995 


ieee Бан 


1990 


le 


TD Dat Haan ара ал 


1995 


۷ serie papaz sallaya Ma 


elena Maa 


Since many people seemed to Ше the cover for no. 16 
but had trouble deciding what they were looking at (a 
painting? а photograph?) | started saying that id shota 1990 
roll of twentyfour 35mm, blackandwhite photos as 


reference forthe cover and when they were developed, В 


the negative numbered twenty fv had this image on. | 


printed it up and used it, deciding not to think too deeply 
ور‎ (лы а 


The ші is i's a photo of Ned sins in my Ins room 
Oddy enough, the fst explanation actualy sounds more 


plausible. DM 16. All ۱ remember about this was how cold it was I wanted 


DE to de this ae а poster, but t 


| 


eyi never ма 


1995 


The four Dream Country coves together wilh the paperback edition 
cover, were most influenced by a briliant and skewed ilustrator and 


teacher called Baron Storey, who в known to comics readers though ра وس‎ callado 
Watch magazine and his journal MeratSade published by 
TundealKitchen Sink, and to the rest of the world through Time 

1991 


covers: and hundeds of album, book, and edito навот. 
While on a saning tour for ARKHAM ASYLUM, I was fortunate 
esto met Baron in San Fancisco ta al show of hie wok, eee 
The wal were covered wih absurdly dete and patemated мегі, 


and then one room was devoted по his sketchbooks or "ошта" 20.200 


These consisted of page aher page of completely fully realized 


drawings and pannes, again راید‎ detailed, ће cumulative effect, 
‘of which was to convince you that no one person in one hetime 
could have made ALL THESE MARKS! 4 


Ive since talked to Banon reasonably regularly and his influence 

17. And, with the Dream Country covers it was time o reinvent 
remains, but at the time Не impression he made on my жой was 

ourselves again. These four рой Шы paintings vere I think, partly 
obvious, actually іс obvious. Nevertheless, Im stil fond of the 

Dave's homage to Barron Storey, and partly a moving on from Ше 
Facade cover, which now hangs in my mother's house, looking a bit 

photo-montages of The Doll's House With each set af covers Dave 
out ol sorts surrounded by colored gloss omaments and brass bits on 

would set "the rules" (d make suggestions but most of the rules 
he mane, om 


were Dave's) — here it was the painting style, and incorporating Ihe 


title of thie story іне the sover 


18. Theresa bird's skull on the frames, painted gold. 1 would. 


you the story of the bird's skull, but hem still sworn to 


FF 


19. Many strange things happened to this issue (including a 


World Fantasy Award), Daye won the World 1991 


Fantasy Award as Best Artist the yen this won Вен 


Story, lor he body of covers that year ы. 


20. love this cover. NG 


E 


1990 


ا ا ا ا 


1991 


1990 


1991 


С ЕЕ 


1990 


Dinan Сади مالس‎ aine th 


1991 


Бе lec Pac ыы}. 


| must admit | don't remember much in 
кос ки 
Due Bl 
| ام‎ а ao жіне 

way the type worked with the 655 
. 

кая насан — 

bke Geh e 

Hac Цаба Kan 
а epa vh 
07 2500 
lke owe ah et 
опе already so | should have known. | 
remember doing a ratty doodle of 
something or other on a paper napkin. 
Vk seed ће vo Seton |: 
Ман hallheantecly around the threes 
quarter mark. After another glass of 


wine | improvised nd gesteulsted and 


sereni led for about hve minutes 
or so. Im sure Keren knew | was 
тай t up бімен along but eher * 

out ofa profound tust in my abiiy o i 


Mer 


deliver he goods, ora reluctance to 


watch me founder pathetically around 


21. And in the blink of an eye; we reinvent | 
ту tortured Ile biro thumbnal any Ба 


ourselves once more, І remember only Dave 


longer than absolutely necessa, she 


í 
smiled kindly Sounds se ‚1992, er 


wild 


"Have a prawn: 
Took Tike, showing me the mew cover, the new 


)))) 


Season of Miste would overlay the SANDMAN 
logs, By the time he had Finished I had noche ВА Вил. 


ould Jook like. “Sounds | 
brilliant 1 said, figuring it would he NG 


what the new cov 


22, forget why Nada was on the 
cover of thie chapter. Probably 


„ тыз E 


23. Bared on the caver of 


1990 
SANDMAN no. 4. 


Paula 


25 ll you're the weiten people ask 
you to sign the covers of their 
comics, И you're me you tend to ен 

dot the eyes (which Dave wishes 1 

‘woulda but, as point out to him, 


there are still soing to be 98,000 


copies out there I havent defaced, 
and it keepa me interested while T 
sign). Î only mention this because 
1 discovered that a litle gold or 
silver on the eyes of any of the nine 
images on this cover render it 


amazingly creepy 


26. Note the fish at the top of tho 
key. had to change this one, t was just 


bad to see print with is original f] 


BB, For same season thie colori îa ссе 


аа, 
very old. The border ia made of 
йш т keil aal ee 
colored, not the bright yellow it 1997 


appeared on the cover. NG 


1990 


Bj ai para 


1997 


1990, 1997 


ar u 


1997 


Est; 


1997 


1990, 1997 


1991 


— 


1997 


. Earl. 


1991 


Тад completely forgotten where 
these covers came from unti | 
soned thing to Nel about what о 
sort of anecdotes to wite ва 

book: Mel showed me a series 1777 

of береме book covers by 
Milton Glaser that featured 
senerically monochrome 
deeper wih ited watercolor 
details. The frst is, | suppose, in 
these of nly Ваў Halland, a 
huse influence on me at art 
school pariy lor his extraordinary 
claman but пон for his 
ability to navigate perfectly 
between a melancholy 
seriouiness and а thoushifl 
wem humor in his work ll 
that almast aways eludes me. The 
second в definitely Beardsley, 
who Im not a fan of panela 
but seemed appropriate. The bst 
is in the ale I was working on 
for Cages, my own "анне 
reve Фи comi), published by 
Kichen Sk. от 


AUT 


mmm Ну. М 


Ti been fond of the Milton Glaser 


given my first copies Sl 2e 


bout 25 years ago. liked the 


1991 


ІП” ШЕТІ 
white drawings, and suggested to 


approach to take for the three 


historical stories of Distant 
Mirrors 

29. In the printed cover of this 
meone at DC replaced Dave 


to th 


50. The lat ofthe Distant Mirrors 
xe we made it gold-and-white 
ack to preserve the themati 


ty ofthe Distant Mirrors cove 


ith another white cover. Or 
melhing like that. NG 


1997 


Айы. 


1997 


1993 


1997 


m 


кыйы 


1993 


` 
> 
е 
* 
2 Cvm _ 0 
iarsna Yan sli pee 
1993 + 
ың 
гая 


The A Game of You covers were 
зелени ilked as far as | can moke 
ош. The hard, incongruous hlkand- 
hal compasiton was thought by many 
not to мой. The retailers hated the 
logo being so far down on the cover 
DC didn't Це the A GAME OF 
YOU type disappearing into the 
background. 

They are з some сі my personal 
Favorites. 

These photographic experiments 
produced a way of working that Ive 
scpled to al зот of CD and personal 
projects since. 

finally sot to use some ofthe photos 
Took of New York during my hs vist 
to the Us in the summer of 1986. 
(When І visited ОС to show my 
portolio to whoever І could find, 
‘Andy Heller showed interest in my 
work but never got back to me, He 
claims to have forgotten about this 
completely. Hi Andy) 

| sho continued experimenting with 
color photocopiers lor be top half of 
each piece. During my time working 
on Signal to Noise, again with that 
man Gaiman, | took over сору shop 
in Camberley where Пед at be ime 
and forced this poor machine against 
its will to do things it wor never 
designed lor 

The composition obviously reflected 
the two worlds running parallel 
throushout he story. As hal defense, 
all | con say is controversial or nat, 
commercial Insensitive dein or not, 
the sales of SANDMAN continued 
to rise throughout ће storyline; and my 
trust in SANDMAN readers to ind 


y it was immediately 
obvious on бе stands or not seemed 


to be valdaed DM 


1993 


I 


9 < 


1992 


1993 


Pau 


a 


f D 


4 (11 


1992 


سوام iia‏ الم 


1993 


Жыен 


о 


A 


1993 


пш 


The Convergence covers were a lot ol 
fun 

14 dg loved mass ond wanted to 
try some more elaborate photography 
since started hooting evening at 
Sl of Paint a inspaing and unique 
dein company пя by my еее: 
from Berkshire College of An, 
Malcolm Hatton. Splash’ whouse 
photographer Bob Wat helped me 
wih ће echnical side of hee shoots- 
Clive wore Вейи painted masks and 
we еў patient. Bob's a curious 
character, He's shy desl so youre 
never sure whether you are maling 
contact with him. He takes light 
readings and murmurs, "Ooh. Tree 
at wo point fve; three at wo point 
fve um, ooh three, шу um ot Мо 
paint five. for what seems Ше hours, 
the atmosphere of unconfdence в 
almost tangle. lese бе chances 
а ее shots coming about were nl. 
They were dl раі, 

To dte, Bob's never been wong yet 
eve time he Fstop chant begins, my 
soiis sink от 


38. 
‘love the illusions of these covers 
the place where the photography 
and flat art come together. Again, 
pre-computers, Dave did it by 
and then photographing 


Think of these savers asthe 
to Dave McKean personally — the 
in their 
own clothes, surrounded by the 
kind of cool and beautiful obj 
with which their house, and Dave's 


studio nearby, и filled. 


photos of lim and of 


40, 
At the San Diego comics 
convention in 1991 was фей two 
sool things: one was a Death doll, 
made by John Ki 


Bonnie То the other was a tape by 


amoto and 


wel Tori Amos 
sd album. The 
dto want ts go onto this 


a Sandman fan 


of her поула 
doll soe 


sover, with the Sri Lankan puppets 
and the Toddy Bear NG 


1993 


1992 


len EN calli ыы palau 


1993 


He 


Ae ee 


Dil E 


1992 


1993 


Biagi 


Sr ан 
c 


1994 


The Brief Lives covers happened a a time when | wes really 
staring to notes how homogenous Не aesthetic of mainstream 
comic covers was, Whether painted, pen and inked or 


whatever, he emphasis wes on з standard, comi bookllontasy 


on quick sel. Large ck picture of main character(s)‏ ولا 
Actually, since | mention pulp icon (he genre, not the movie), | should menion е сне of the deeper nipple.‏ 
о bi realistic lace closeup or you get the ides. "Here's‏ 
Number as originaly had a nipple on he cover top leht. | dont know‏ 
‘eveything in your face, aei? Huh? Ва?”‏ 
what was thinking. Karen spotted it immediately, and ће nipple was‏ 


brought before Dick Giordano, VP and Editor of. well. Nigples to- 
male a decision, and would you believe it oh my іе brothers, the 
ripple was axed, cut, edited and removed. Replaced in fact with abit 
of blue Sad but ue 


I thous 4.46 of “ble ung cover, Small ee 
fractured bis of ype he deis that might be collected КЕ 
the way, during this бабы road-stovy. 
We had a ейік ink Bley With а ied eight i 


to get the varducent metalic ink | wanted. We finaly sot 


је lock, the case has a happy ending, because i's now 1997, and 


fh eet oot the ight ink by ES the fh colo 
а ка Wee pages of Verso merken we 
ў In faci youre move lil to run into problems you 
ky don! include as ing oie bis in each ны So here 

а he negated land ae om 


41. The chapter titles of Brief 


Lives ware өр, бееде] سار‎ 


22 a 


events of the chapter in question 


That wa reflected in the covers — 


strange bitty sach composed, mo 


22 quares a strip down 


Be endl ater ome ote 


in the fifth color ink wed be wei, 
the title fragments would be 
printed. TE anyone нај за we мй 


much fun. NG 


De бакља owe 
1992 


рећи ded paca lanh nalla раб fara ар. 


аа 


1994 


1992 


43. Гай wonder what kind of 
insect the dull is holding. NG 


45, What was odd about this, өше 
only censored cover, is that the 
original (with nipple) was printed 
not only as a trading card, but also 
in the various other countries that 
reprint SANDMAN, and no one 
has ever noticed. The story war 
‘conceived during Kevin Eastman's 
stag night, which was celebrated in 
a local strip joint, 1 watched the 
Ші the Б ten deter 


watched the customers for the nest 


20101115 
following three hours by bringing 
SANDMAN cheractese in, in шу 


head, and finally in destroying the 


1992 


1994 


47. Thin was the first Vertigo issue 
"The thing that made Vertigo issues 


Vertigo issues was the half-inch E س مدع مرگ‎ 


wide strip down the left-hand side 


Dave took thie very badly, a it 


1992 


ee off dha ام‎ for 
the Brief Lives covers. I remember 
bim offering all kinds of sensible 


elie mo for not vetting te 


ANDMAN covers ш.м. 


the‏ مت 


atil ê кез dane ith Bae Lives: 


He failed. After a while, 0 


lef 


dade мар became \ 


nominal; and then completely 


imaginary NG 


1994 


dinos que 


Му lowest point during the seventyfive SANDMAN covers 
The images in my heed and he poor relations that ended up on paper 


had never been futher apart Маши Elda 


e of ihe comics word and 


| had been doing a lot more work cuti 
зелен enjoying that a lot more, Ва, | was very aware that my 
1994 


competion’ for example, he record cover business were lar more 


«Мед and dc ned designer than me and/or were computer tete 


A, ما‎ 


Мон, Ive been an odd mi of techie and Luddite for a while now 


| saw no real contradiction in believing that computer musical 


instruments and mid sequencers were wonderful aid to compositor — 2200. 3100 pisa 


believing. 


and ted hings: 


Despite my friend Neil Jones's hequent and patient atemp 


convince me that his was impossible. | wes sure that even possessing 


a modem let alone a whole computer system, had a whiff of evil 
1994 

bout 

Se | put ой he fateful doy unl eventually | capitulated and signed in 

um ГЕЗ 


Obviously, the Mac в a опдеЫ tool, approachable and powerful 


asionaly | wish there war а button on the side of it that says 


‘Oh, you know what | mean," but generally k been a з 


om 


The last three Worlds! End. 
covers were faltering fiet 
attempts, but over the last two а 

years Ive come closer than ever 

before to realizing what untl 1772 

recenly only eke el inside ту 
head 

The fist three were originally 
tight photographs: | wes never 
happy wih them, especially nos 
52 and 53, so Ive reworked 
them fom the orisinal elements 
lor his colection 

What else can ll you? The on 
on the cover of no: 51 isthe 
менеп Mermaid lon in 
Rye. The face on no. 54 i not 
Jimmy Carter, and the moon on 
бо. 56 becoming white and 
postive when the pub sian was 
Inverted to a negative mage was 


completely unplanned happy 


жедеп. от 


1994 


lla 


ы 


Il ТАЛ М. ۳ 
"|ы" 


51. The conceit of the 
Worlds’ End stories was that 


they were tale told, in a pub, 


Ty travelers: Во рађена 
OS 
start Aod the moon," 1 
Dave Wa neod the moon" 1 
Reed ster black foe a 
This is the Бы SANDMAN 


52. Note the cover to 
SANDMAN na, 83, in 


Polaroid form. 


53. Note the cover to 
SANDMAN по. 8l, in 


Polaroid form: 


54. My theory is that there 
would have been lots more 
Polaroids, but the 


unthinkable happened, and 


۵ 


55. ۱ think ihe 
discovery that he could make 


skulls 


that sold Dave on the whole 


omputer thing. NG 


1993, 1997 


1994 


1993 


Малшы 2300 s 3010 pinala 


| 
Пе Mila Kar 


1994 


Ja Banana سس‎ 


1993 


Гаа 


гіа 2000 pe 


1993 


ВЛ 


21004000 pisala 


1994 


/ INM 


Шел БВ سد‎ 


1993 


56. Louk! The negative 
image of the cover of no. 5 
ee Ae 


knew it was black fora reason: 


ns 


ЖЕЛКИ 


1994 


Kindly Cuna calcis papal fel 


1996 


When the Kindly Ones seres stared, 
something had changed, The ides of 


doing this collected covers book hed 


been accepted at DC, and all of a 
sudden these ephemeral monthly 
experiments were going 10 be given a 


permanent home. DM 


1996 


57 wos soned hue times. Once wih a 


ined composition that | ied as a 

ЖТ КЛ, Goes ی‎ 
doodle but st didn't work în paint 

eg мн ЖАНЕК e 
Once, wäh his image came and t 

{ешр көй mare an e 
toned and ployed wih n he compa 

е още 
ай no joy. Th war dumped | 

dat ийе sela e 
told DC I wes running bi le 

(арда 
1 got depressed and не ке cream 

2 Tin, string or ethos өз the ist 

| was geting a CDROM subred, 


and the guy in charge oF the bureau, . 


Simon Banton, was working on 
| Thee yes E E 
pira جروت‎ ска фий 
Vra ee the covers. would 
¡eo armer ПЕ 
is боса Deve and talk at bi 
чате а сагаа lie 
[isting images, emotion 
"Peano Нас бете o 
55 
proved it was бе гей thins, nota 
Ме he той find bis 
aiddiepeisd Charie Picasso lor. 
Ne 
example; he was up for ten percent 


ШЕ 


А print of he drawing hung on бе 
wall and was quite beautiful | made 4 
small sketch of an idea suggested by 
the drawing or a wey of handing the 
three Figures. Version three was a 


drawn version, version four o paint 


and:photo version and finally this = AAA 
version by lar the best and most fun 


to do, The clay and wood figures are 
wrapped in thread, dressed in Thais 
and collaged with sepia-toned 
photographs. This was lit with 
projected slides and photographed; 
scanned and touched up in 


Photoshop. om 


1997 


1993 


58, 59. | asked Neil if he had any foh 
evil um سر‎ ۰ Le 
Neil told me about the child in the 
ireplace scene Ки по. 58 and then tee 
weeks later withdrew that suggestion 
saying woud аррев in no. 59. These 
two covers were done together 
continuing wth the sculptural gres rom 
no. 55 

At this point he prospect of a fsh in the 
storyline looked dim, but | remained 
Мы om 


59. Yo pu 


said Dave when he тай 


after he had created the cover, 


"Um ye 


1 


"Why didn't yoa 


I wanted o put fish on 


You never mentioned the fish: Yon 


just told me about the іші in the 


1997 


fin 


"Um: Sorry 1 forgot” 


Well, dl forget nest time 
Yat 

"Fah — 
ns 


60. 14 bought these heavy keys for 
семіп shots in MR. PUNCH, a comic 
mas working on at his time wih Neil 
‘Actually, some Punch props cropped up 
ола few ofthese covers. L 

| couldn't believe Neil still hadn't 
included a fish in the storyline. Didn't he 


realize how great fish were? от 


1993 


1997 


B. Al 


1994 


ақы. تس‎ эй мышын рана Ma 


BELPAT ple 


61. A beautiful old microscope found in 
a friend's antiques shop, and another 
odd figure (with Neils face), om 


1997 


еу 


Ана. 


1994 


62. Neil wanted a quote lors The 
Ра House on this one, so included! 
62. This chapter was tn 
Cathy Peter's hand from ће cover of Il 
reprise ol SANDMAN 
reason it has an imas 


SANDMAN no. П on th 


that 1 have a rotten mem 9 


a recap of SANDMAN nu. 11. . 


т 


to cavil, Now it can be told, NG 


n beginning to suspect that Nel just 
cant wite fh, от 
1997 


63. Nel suggested an image of snake 


hoi. I think this в пу allime favorite 


SANDMAN cover Dont now ENS ва 
was realy coming to gps wäh he. 
‘computer and the edit on this imas 

der, and the edit on this image 154 


was а pure joy. When you make a 


painting or drawing you rarely get 


surprised by it. Сенату the odd пе prm 


expressive mark or texture excites you, 


but you rarely get the same sort of [мны 


impact looking at your own work that 


you do looking at other people's. | 
worked on each element for this cover 
separately and then composted them 
very ашу at the last minute. Û — 

ӨЗ. 1 love this овеј 
remember laughing out loud ss they 


fel into place. от 


1997 


A 


64. Completely suted to find out that 
Nel wrote several fsh into the last few 
өше and didnt tell me. | missed my 
opportunity. Depressed and disgruntled 
| reused some ofthe props hom eurer 
covers, including the hourglass rom. 
no. 1, (Hourglass, incidentally, is the 


name ol my design studio, taken from. 


1994 


КЕИПИН MINANTUR А 


the shot tory by Bruno Schulz, Under 2 


the Sign of the Hourglass, ond also he 


Fact that Im always late) Dm 


> 
\ | 


^ 
2 


1997 


1994 


65. This covers most important bit в ће 
smal piece of skin that шекке below the 


Front teeth when the lower le is pulled 
down. Lite things. DM 


1997 


66. The cockroach was siting on my 

drawing Бон, right in the middle of 

ту blank drawing board legs in the Ds 85 
ай, brown and dead, What a strange 

place t die, h cr into һе "o 

middle of is bighlycolored fat space 


where there is absolutely no possblliy 


if food in бе hope that | die and am و‎ cad 


«Бота hundred thousand imes on 


the cover of a comic book," it 2 


presumably thought. D m. 


66.1 mostly remember phone calle 


where Td say to Davi 
"Could Thayea lot 
next one: Maybe a pl 


hed say "What about 


1997 


ва. Sul бе wate! 1994 


I want ри a fish on the cover and 


In GONNA puta і on ће cover 7 


r 

the sd ings ie 

place out. Why wasn't it in the fridge, 

| hear you ask? Well, who thinks of 

‚such practicalities when you're batting. 
ары нара а 

‚with petulant authors and their fishless 
be aed Dn lig 


septs! om 


ma string, while sho spoks 
to someone playing the piano, in 
the inue following thie one, and 


forgot to mention it to Dave. Why 


did he wrap this herring in string, 


and place it on а musie stand with 


a crayon rainbow behind? Perhaps. 


we will never know. И it was 


synchronicity, surely this cover 


should have been on. a NA 
SANDMAN no. 68, 
1997 


Whenever І achrd Dave what was 


going to be on the cover of this 


инш, he said it would have ta be a p 


ара as he war unable to explain 


инв 


1995 


вв. The realy odd thing is that Nell 
Slate о il L. hand hadas Mac 
Мом seeing or hearing боле cover 

1.00.67, wrote a fsh ON A LEASH 


into по. 68. There have been numerous ¡EAT 


synchionicitous moments during the 


seven years of SANDMAN, but thi 
he unlkeliest от 


1997 


169. The background s an old replace A, И 


and a typesetter's vay. Both were doused 
with petrol опе winter morning and 
KO НЕЕ, 


An important moment, | think. от 


69. The end of the ribbon that 
began at the дан of The Kindly 
Ones NG 


1997 


к 
55 


Pan N 
ань Мые 
ws t 
35. 

=) - 


What a stange keine 

Like a Нед coming to stay for a long ime, so long that 
you planen all sonis of things o Чо and see so long that 
you wondered what you'd do wih all ihe evenings, and 


secretly wondered i you'd set bored with each other's 


company. And then suddenly you only have one week 
lef and then а couple of days, and then they e gone so 
much undone. вод mysel at he airport saying Twas 


sure we were sing to repaint the Sistine Chapel while 


you were her 
Oh wel a final ew words. Sese objects against lat colar 
backgrounds; a day torso with superimposed wet soil 
details, а aloweshuter image of my wie maling 
a candlelight heart in a black room a tiny dead baby 
bird found on the steps oF Rye Art пу local gallery and 
семе hub of the Cing Ports; a request hom Neil, а 
auste hom the cover of no, 13, a skul hom the dancing 
skeletons, adorned wih russ leves and ballpoint pen 


crosses a chysathemumy is petals blended with eyes or 


the work awakening. от 


1996 


Вары ica ges Mae 


— 


CC 


Hirst it oms., NG 


oros Even o, none of the four imagos is quite as simple as at 


1996 


1996 


PL hagas 


19% 


1996 


The final two covers proved to be 
maior production numbers. The cover 
for no. 74 includes cup and us 
ie by Jon J Math, he ast Tha San lla ЛА jan 
ол tht patcr issue. 

| composted the figure mage together 
in the computer and made "di 
жылы prints fom them a въ 1994 

sublimated and sealed, cresting à 

photographic aay pn) 3 Sul mal ara elg mcd Tan 
I intended to mount he pints in a = аг 

reed wooden hame ond el hem 

in resin while adding copper dust and 

earth asit hardened, and one cold 21002000 ны. 

Jano shemoon tas «ваў hat سس‎ — 

| did, and t locked wonderful for 

about пиете minutes: Then the 
rein mehed epa sealant, chemical 
teated wih the диви and exploded 
You ме? They dont teach you ба 
тай at wt school, How to daw pot 
Blants sd use Be lid vas machine, 
ме but куе on he consequences 
of maing dtl rns wih bed 
resin? | should cocos 

Number 75 const cla large (66) 
¿chas drawina smothered in sol and 
var which wouldnt dry, and an 


ble handed down 


through the generations of my wile 


infinite family. The drawing dipped 
sloopy varish puddles on the foor 
of he photographers Pinpon) who 
Im sure were more pissed olf at me 


than hey appeared 


Other pieces here include the coven 


for the three "gallery" comics, 
collections of single illustrations on a 
theme; the piece | did for my galley 


show at Four 


Jor Images in New 
York which included various 
SANDMAN covers and the large 
painted version ofthe cover 


35 whch | comple 


a centerpiece 1995 
for that exhibition, Also included is 
the cover for Michel О Sûillesbhin's 
CD Gaiseadh/Flowing b 


music industry commission, 


AR man responsible; еды 
w my sf rough SANDMAN, 


re for no. 


pasik от 


74. Jon Muth and Dave Кии 


at time of letting Û 


puly collakorative е 
whole SANDMAN 


ean pull all the dl 


س اتم مشپ چم منم Был‏ 


1995 


NG 


1997 
эз, 


М Саара 


1995 


р laca ha Tl 


1995 


Dia Sandia pana 


1992, 1997 


in 

"y Re 

€ 

^3 
аа 
REN 

А“ у 
N : 


ПАО Sio Lana CD aae: 


1995 


ens ac plaga 


8 


1992 


СТИ ракла a 


De- Dara Da Ci Kind СП عم‎ 


1992 


FFF 


1993 


san plaga far facing salis 


1997 


Vve lived and worked in Kent for sie 


years now. 
lessen and black at night. Recent 
HaleBopp une ed ight outside my 
window. 

You have to walk over à rickety 
wooden bridge to he studio. There 
se fh in the pond. read in a book 
that if you feed yaur fish from the 
some place, at he some time, every 
doy, then slowly, over a period of 
yea, they wil len to come to you 
ооо лос ту lot about a week 


“ея 


1997 


1997 


Downstairs is for painting, drawing 
and constructing. Upstairs is Clare's 


ce space, and my computer area 
ond storage. от 


Hourglass I is at a diferent location: lis а Large centu, 
‘ban and is used for photography, and recently as a л studio. 


1997 


А Зь 
Вот 1963. Attended Bei 


College of Аш, 1989-86. 
Several comics, some with Nel, МЕ. PUNCH, Signal To. 
Noise, some not, ARKHAM ASYLUM with Grant 
Morrison, Voodoo Lounge with The Roling Stones, Slow. 
Chocolate Autopsy with lain Sinclair, Cages on my own. 
Loads of CD covers for Michael Nyman, Тен Amos, Skinny 
Puppy, Tosd the Wet Sprocket, Altan, Front Line Assembly, 
ВА Bruford, Bil Laswell plus. 

Alc lids book wih Nel, The Day | Sees My Dad for 
‘Two бо. 

Alis launch images for Kodak and Sony Playstation 

‘Aka eshikitions in US and Europ 

Alo awards. 

Currently at large recording music (Mingd Metaphors CD), 
directing short films (The Week Before, Whackl) and 
ойо on feature lm (The Falco 


1997 


Thank o Bob Wat and all at Splash 
of Point Desin, Thiele, all а CPL, 

Reading and all at Pinpoint И 
Photography, Heal, who have al 

contributed by photostphins the 

orina works pen and ЫНЫ УНЕ 

Thanks to al at Айо Scanning and 

Vector Computers for computer, ув Mac 


scannery business of the highest 


още 00) 2200. 3000 pila 


Thanks t the models: Gaiman, Мей г 


Jones, Cathy Peters, Tm Hobday ane 
Victorio Още 
А huge and hai thankyou to Karen 


в 


for entrusting he shophont to 


же and to Alia Kwiney and Shely 


Roebers for gentle reminder 


A completely inadequate thankyou lo 


Clare who has been my parner in Ме 


crime ete. fox, my God, пее 


years, Around the time of 


NDMAN nos. З or 4, she took e 
mejor step; and decided to qult her 


йг На athe 


std todo, She is alo he spielen 


far many of the things that get made 


Also then 


1995 


Yolanda and Lim. 


And finaly thnk you to Sandseezer 


to catch my beoh and Im ready or 


helo? Ма? hel 


Net ТАУЫП THE NIGHTS ALE 
AAND ALI THE COUNTED SS 
AND ALL ЕШ: LITTLE BESTS 
«мо ATI ІМІСІН PINAL BREATHE 


Ї | КУД В ВІ 5 І РАМ КЕЛЕ 


ASSEMBLED HERE FOR THE FIRST TIME, WITHOUT ANY ADORNMENT OR DISTRACTION. ARE 
THE STUNNING COVER IMAGES CREATED BY ARTIST DAVE MCKFAN FOR THE SANDMAN. 
ONE OF THE MOST ACCLAIMED AND AWARD-WINNING SAGAS IN COMICS. AN IMPRESSIVE 
BODY OF WORK THAT COVERS THE ENTIRETY OF THE SANDMAN SERIES AND BEYOND. THIS 
COLLECTION DISPLAYS AN IMPRESSIVE GALLERY OF STRIKING IMAGES CREATED USIN 

А COMBINATION OF PAINTING. PHOTOGRAPHY, SCULPTURE AND COMPUTER 
MANIPULATION, THIS BOOK ALSO FEATURES AN ALL-NEW, EIGHT-PAGE SANDMAN STORY 
AND COMMENTARY ON THE COVERS FROM MCKEAN AND SANDMAN CREATOR 
NEIL GAIMAN. 


ONEOF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL COMIC CREATIONS OF THE LAST DECADE 
PETER МЕ 

DAVE MCKEAN SI ILLUSTRATED STORIES HAVE RARELY FOLLOWED THE TRADITIONS OF ТЕ 

COMIC BOOK FIELD AND HIS COVERS HAVE ALWAYS OWED FAR MORE TO FINE ART ТН. 


THE CURRENT ARTISTE DU JOUR OF THE COMIC BOOK CROWD. WHATS COLLECTED HERE 
PRESENTS A SINGULAR VIEW OF A VERY TALENTED MAN WHOSE FINISHED WORK. AT LEAS 
ONE GATHERS FROM THE COMMENTARIES, IS A MIX OF CAREFUL CONSIDERATION AND. 
HAPPY ACCIDENTS, 

CHARLES DE LINT 
IMCKEANSI COVERS FOR THE SADLY NOW DEFUNCT SANDMAN HELPED MARK IT OUT FROM 
HE COMMON COMIC MERD..THE ULTIMATE INDULGENCE 

DOMINIC WELLS 


VIRGIN 


ШІ! 


